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Greetings,
It is hard to believe that it is spring already. I know for so many people that spring can mean
so many different things. For some people, spring is about enjoying the colors of nature as
the season changes and everything brightens up. Some people are excited about preparing
to plant their spring gardens or just preparing for the azaleas to bloom. For some, spring is
about the Easter season and celebrating the resurrection. Some people are excited about
the return of baseball and other outside activities in the sunshine such as fishing and
camping. For our kids here at Brantwood, spring means all of those things, but it also
means that school is soon to be out in little over a month.
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BRANTWOOD'S GOT TALENT

As we come into this spring, I think about all of the springs over the past 100 years that
Brantwood has been in existence. I think about all of the changes that have taken place.
Changes such as the building and grounds, the people that have worked here, and the
children that have come and gone. But, I also anticipate the end of another school year,
kids going fishing and playing baseball, laughter of happy children, and our mission of taking
care of the kids who need us.
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Spring is refreshing and new. It represents a new beginning, but it can also remind us of
our storied past. For 100 years now, spring has come and gone at Brantwood Children's
Home. Spring has been the entrance to 100 summers of fun for countless children that
have passed through Brantwood. Over the past 100 years, there has been so many donors,
volunteers, board members, employees and supporters that have played a great part in
taking care of children that needed it. For 100 years, the sun shined a little brighter in some
child's spring because people cared and gave to Brantwood. I am truly thankful to be a
small part of the Brantwood story and I am thankful to everyone that has played some part
over the past 100 years.

On March 30th, we held Brantwood's Got Talent, a talent show showcasing the many talents
of our kids. We had participants in the categories of skit, rap, song, praise dance, and
poem. It was a night of inspiration and rejoicing as several of the kids sang gospel music. It
was also a night with incredible laughter. The funniest moments of the night came when the
boy's hall and the girl's hall performed skits that imitated their experiences with several of the
staff parents.
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SPRING BREAK FUN

God Bless,

Another Spring Break for the record books. While several of our children were able
to spend quality time with their families and mentors, we had quite a few asking
what we were doing for Spring Break. We filled most of the week with outdoor
activities so they could expend some of their energy, as well as educational
excursions. They visited Chewacla State Park, Tuskegee University, and
EatSouth.

Gerald Jones
gjones@brantwoodchildrenshome.org
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The best part, for the staff and children alike, was probably Friday's Fun Day. The
staff joined our children for fun and games which included volleyball, dodge-ball,
musical chairs, and a dance-off. As with raising any child, we took the opportunity
to teach our children a valuable lesson in sportsmanship. At the end of the third
winning volleyball game for the staff team, it was a lesson they needed to hear. And
it was a lesson they soon forgot because they seemed to be gunning for the staff
when we moved to dodge-ball. Youth does lend to agility. And I don't know about
the rest of the staff, but I'm still sore after that game.

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN'S HOME IN APRIL 2017
Enclosed is my gift of:

$500

$250

$100

$50

$25

Other: $____

Donor Information
Name: _________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City, State, and Zip: ______________________________
Home Phone: _____________ Cell Phone: ____________
Email Address: __________________________________
Thank you for your support!
Brantwood Children's Home is a 501(c)3 organization. Gifts
to our nonprofit organization may qualify for federal and
state deductions as the law allows. A receipt will be sent to
you after your pledge has been received.

(Please circle one.)

Ways to Give a Gift

We were happy to sit down family-style and serve the children hotdogs and
hamburgers. That only served to re-energized them though. For some reason, the
children keep asking for a re-match. I hate to tell them this, but it might be a while
before we (I) have the energy to do that again. I hope they enjoyed making
memories as much as I did.

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org
Enclosed is my check made payable to: Brantwood Children's Home
Please charge my credit card:
___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___
Expiration Date: ___/___

Security Code: ___ Zip Code: _____

Authorized Signature: ____________________ Date: _____

The children proved that they were actually listening to several of the commands of staff as
they were able to repeat small lessons during their skits where they donned wigs and all.
Yes, even one of our young men put on a wig, a blouse, and full makeup to make his acting
debut. And, as one of the house parents in attendance said, "They can't act up now
because we know that they know what they are supposed to be doing now."

Brantwood Children's Home
Montgomery's Children's Home Since 1917
Brantwood Children's Home

1309 Upper Wetumpka Road Montgomery, AL 36107

334-265-0784

www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org
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KICKING FOR CHANGE

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
The most tragic event of the month was having the hen house robbed
of twenty-two fine laying hens that we struggled so hard to raise.
While deploring the loss, we are undaunted and hope to double the hatch
this year for the meal and eggs are worth the effort. -as written by
Georgiana Malone, Matron

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
29th Annual One Big Truck Raffle
The Kicking for Change Kickball Tournament hosted by Cliff Patton in February was by all accounts a huge success. The
inaugural event and the 1st Invitational Kickball Tournament in Alabama raised more than $3,000 for Brantwood. Patton certainly
has a lot on his plate as Market Director of Go Kickball Montgomery, Executive Director of Kicking for Change Nonprofit and
Owner of Kickball Mafia, but has always wanted to make an impact on young people's lives. When asked why he chose to do
this tournament, he shared the following:

I have had the pleasure to call some alumni of Brantwood friends of mine.
I have also recognized the struggle to raise children and the expenses that
are needed to accomplish these great feats. If I can use kid's games to
benefit kids, I should do just that. Sports have always come naturally to
me/ I love the bond that is created within sport.
Patton isn't slowing down any time soon either. He has been working with the Montgomery Parks and Recreation to create a
youth kickball league. Hopefully, this will be happening as early as May. Patton adds " Find a way to help your community in
any way you can. Be creative and have fun!

COMPASS FOR YOUR CAUSE
NEW ACCOUNTS

TRANSACTIONS= DONATIONS

Brantwood is partnering with BBVA Compass to offer our supporters a new program called Compass for Your Cause. You can
support Brantwood by doing something many of you do virtually every day-using your debit card for every day purchases.
Open a BBVA Compass account at the down town branch and mention Brantwood Compass for Your Cause during the initial
set up. If you have an existing BBVA Compass account, contact them so that your debit card can be encoded to Brantwood.
For each qualifying transaction our members make with their BBVA Compass Visa Debit Card, BBVA will donate 0.25% of the
amount of the purchase to Brantwood.

We are hosting our annual Truck Raffle on April 29th from 11:00 AM
until 1:00 PM. This is our largest fundraiser the year. Our goal is to
raise $50,000. Tickets are on sale now for $100. Each ticket gets you
two barbecue lunches (chicken or pork), dine-in or drive-thru. The
winner will have the choice of a brand new truck or $10,000 in cold
hard cash. You don't have to be present to win, but you'll want to come
out because we have an exciting day planned for you. We have one
big truck for all the little engines that could. Say you will for our
children.

Harmony Concert 2017
Join the band Harmony for their 2017 charity concert. The concert
will be held on Saturday, July 8th at 8:00 PM at the Blue Iguana Bar
and Grill in Prattville. General admission is $15.00 and VIP seating
is $25.00. Seating is limited so get your tickets now at any Bama
Lanes location. There will be a charity guitar action during the
show. Guitars have been autographed by the rock group Foreigner,
Bobby Barth, a founding member of the rock group AXE and former
guitarist for Blackfoot, and Montgomery's own Tommy Shaw from
the rock group STYX. All proceeds benefit Brantwood.

Child Abuse Prevention Month
When children are nurtured, they can grow up to be happy and healthy
adults. But when they lack an attachment to a caring adult, receive
inconsistent nurturing, or experience harsh discipline, the consequences
can effect their lifelong health, well-being, and relationships with others.
Child abuse and neglect is a national issue that affects us all. The
consequences of child abuse and neglect ripple across the lifespan,
negatively impacting a child's chances to succeed in school, work, and
relationships. We ask that you join us to celebrate Child Abuse
Prevention Month this April. It shouldn't hurt to be a child.

