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The Brantwood Brag
As I thought about preparing for this holiday season, our goal was simple, to tell our truth, our story, in a way it hasn’t been told. If we could reach just
one more person, if we could make one more person say a prayer for our home and our children, we can count that as a small victory in a war that we’d
gladly fight everyday on behalf of our children. One idea was to implement #thankfulthursdays via Facebook. Each Thursday in November leading up to
Thanksgiving Day, we wanted to share something for which our children were grateful.
The administrative staff’s offices connect to the boy’s hall in the big house. So, each Wednesday before #thankfulthursday, as the boys were running in
from school, I’d say “Hey, tell me what you’re thankful for this year.” As I began speaking to one boy, inadvertently another would join (and another).
Soon, there were three or four boys in my office all proclaiming why they are grateful this holiday season. They were ready to share, but I wasn’t prepared for the responses I received.
With no coaxing, I simply asked that one question. And every single child I posed that one
question to mentioned God and faith in their responses. In that moment, I thought “Train up a
child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6 Bible, King
James Version”). It was evident then the foundation that our staff was providing to our children.
Something was working.
Part of the joy of the holiday season for me was the bellyache from Thanksgiving Dinner,
the joys of putting up a Christmas tree, the mystique of Santa Clause, the spirit of family and
connectedness, the opening of Christmas gifts and my sister and I fighting over gifts the other
wanted.

“Train up a child in the
way he should go; even
when he is old he will
not depart from it.”

When our children come to us and say that they have never had a Christmas tree before or
they have never had a Thanksgiving meal because food was sparse as it was, I’m always
taken aback. The initial shock of hearing that is something I will never get used to. More than
at Christmas time, some of our children have never a coat for cold weather or a bedframe. But yet, there’s still hope in their hearts and a joyful obedience that God is faithful (which is an answer I received) and His love everlasting.
As I lay awake that night, reviewing the day’s events, I said a little prayer for our home. As much as I’d like to think I’ve been a blessing in the lives of our
children, they have enriched my life in ways I didn’t intend when I first arrived at Brantwood. All the while I was trying to make a difference for them, the
blessings from working here were returned to me tenfold. From the mouths of babes, our children were saying things to me that I needed to hear at that
moment and they didn’t even realize it. It was more to me than a #thankfulthursday Facebook post at that point. My soul was healed by being with
children.
Please consider making a
donation to Brantwood in
honor of a friend or relative to help celebrate the
holiday season. For each
gift, we will send a card to
the person of honor alerting them of your kindness. Have a list that
you’d like to send Christmas cards to but don’t have the time to send
them? Brantwood will do that labor of love for you all for a generous
donation to our home.
To ensure acknowledgements for holiday tributes are sent out prior
to Christmas day, please contact us before December 15th.

Did you know...
Nearly 40% of our general contributions for the entire
year come during the holiday season.
We encourage you to give during our Give a Gift campaign to ensure Brantwood is prepared for whatever
new endeavors the new year will bring.

Looking for a free & easy way to give?
Do your holiday shopping from the sofa
by visiting smile.amazon.com. You can
select Brantwood under our legal name: Children’s Protective Association and
a percentage of your purchase will directly benefit Brantwood, at no extra
cost to you!

Please select the following:
Yes, I have left Brantwood in my estate plans.
Yes, I would like to become a volunteer/sponsor.

Frequently Asked Question...

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter electronically.

How many children do you currently have at Brantwood?
We have a total of 30 children currently in our care. That includes the 24 on
our campus and the 6 residents in our Independent Living Program.

...to some of our
special partners!

Frazer Memorial UMC

and...

Thank you

Greil Memorial Foundation
iHeartRadio

Did you know...
December is Universal Human Rights Month. It commemorates the
month the United National General Assembly approved the Declaration
which is based on the foundation that there shall be freedom, justice, and
peace in the world. This month encourages awareness of human rights and
promotes the continuing struggle to ensure that all people have access to life’s
basic necessities– exactly what we fight for our children to receive.

We’d like to thank the Girls on the
Run program at Forest Avenue Academic Magnet School for their recent donation of pillows and beautifully decorated pillowcases. Girls on the Run is a positive youth development
program that creatively integrates training for a 5k run with life lessons that
teach self-respect and healthy living in preteen girls. The topics are very rich
and address gossiping, bullying, peer pressure, beauty, positive and negative
self-talk and more.
Program Director Maggie Brooks says “I have loved being a coach this season
and feel the girls have learned so much. This is a great age to teach them
these skills. We arm them with the tools to handle hard/stressful situations.
For instance, we teach them the I feel… when you… because…. I would like for
you to…. I wish someone had taught me how to express myself in this way at
such a young age.”

Thank you to Juliana Daniels and the rest of our friends at Hyundai Glovis
for providing us with 30 wristbands to the Alabama National Fair.
It is through the generosity of our community partners that we are able
to offer our children happy childhood experiences much like their peers
receive.

Calendar of Events
11/16-12/19

Books a Million In Store Fundraiser

12/10

Brantwood Holiday Open House at 5:30p

12/12

Capitol Heights Candlelight Tour at 4:30p

*02/13

5k Love Run

One endeavor of this program was that the 11 girls, all 3rd through 5th graders, execute a community impact project and all of the girls had to agree on
what that project would be. It was very important that the coaches did not
influence the decision of the girls, but empower them to make decisions on
their own and as a group. They decided that they wanted to give gifts to
children that were less fortunate than them and Maggie was
determined to make their
dream come to life. Maggie
contacted us and asked what
our current needs are and at
the time it was pillows.
The girls set forth in collecting
pillows and pillowcases. Maggie
also contacted Principal Emily
Little to inquire if the girls could
ask their classmates (and several other classmates donated as well).
Although Girls on the Run is an international organization, the Montgomery
chapter was just recently established at Forest Avenue and Trinity Presbyterian School. Beginning in mid-February, Girls will be at 3 additional schools and
will add a 6th through 8th grade component. The program meets twice a
week for 1.5 hours for a 10 week course.

A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Board of Directors:

Greetings,

President
Tonda West

In the spirit of the season, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you. I am thankful for so many that have volunteered,
donated, and supported Brantwood in so many ways throughout the year. We could not carry out our mission without the love
and support of so many. I am thankful for the staff that works hard on a daily basis to provide for the needs of the kids and to
make Brantwood the wonderful place that it is.

Vice President
Archie Grubb
Treasurer
Jason Nickles
Immediate Past President
Delbert Madison
Jeannine Birmingham
Paul Blake
Boyd Busby
Dr. Ben Bruce
Golson Foshee
Ellen Hamilton
Charles James, II

I am thankful for the opportunity to have my life touched by so many wonderful young people on a daily basis. To see the kids
overcome so many challenges in life is truly an inspiration. I am truly grateful that God has blessed me to be at Brantwood for so
many years so that I could see so many wonderful success stories. I have witnessed young people come into care afraid to trust
because they have been hurt and let down by the people they love the most, but I have also
witnessed the love and care of total strangers transform those same young people’s lives.
Because of the nurturing, loving, and giving of so many, I have witnessed so many young people blossom into happy, healthy adults and for that I am truly thankful. I give many thanks to
the Brantwood family. May God continue to bless our kids, board, staff, donors, volunteers
and all that have supported Brantwood in any way. Together, we are the Brantwood family.

Dorothy Johnson

Sincerely,

Kim Littlefield
Joe Seawell Moore

Gerald Jones

Ron Simmons

gjones@brantwoodchildrenshome.org

Grant Sullivan

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME IN DECEMBER 2015.
Enclosed is my gift of :

$500

$250

$100

$50

$25

Other $ _____

Ways to Give a Gift
Name:

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org

Address:

Enclosed is my check made payable to: Brantwood Children’s Home

City, State, and Zip:
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Email:

Please charge my credit card:
___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___
Expiration Date: __/__ Security Code: ____

Did you know Employer Matching Gifts could double or triple your support? Please
check with your employer regarding matching your charitable contribution.

Authorized Signature: ________________________ Date: ______

