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CHANGE AGENTS OF CIRCUMSTANCES 

We want to hear from you! 

What would you like to see more of in future Brags?  Would you like to 

receive only an electronic copy of the Brag?  What is the best way to 

communicate with you– mail, email or phone?  Please tell us on our   

Facebook page or by emailing Krystal at 

kfloyd@brantwoodchildrenshome.org. 

Please select the following: 

Yes, I have left Brantwood in my estate plans. 

Yes, I would like to become a volunteer/sponsor. 

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter electronically. 

“After growing up with 3 older sisters and 5 

younger brothers, I knew we had a good home… 

After earning 3 degrees for free, I knew I had to share 

my blessings. So, that’s what I am doing.” 

Why I Support Brantwood 

-Dorothy Pleasant 

Additional articles on back. 

Thanks to the Jason Morris Memorial Campership Scholarship, The Brant-

wood Bunch is packing up and heading to the Lake Forest Ranch the sec-

ond week of June for a week of fun and priceless memories. Lake Forest 

Ranch, located in Macon, Mississippi, is a Christ-centered camp that offers 

programs rooted in Biblical teachings while providing relationally strong 

and godly leadership for all ages. 

We are so blessed to have a strong community willing to provide so many 

opportunities for our children. Transportation costs alone is no small feat. 

Luckily, all of you have met our need. In doing so, our children will be able 

to engage in a variety of activities such as: archery, rock climbing, medita-

tion, swimming, tennis, beach volleyball, arts and crafts, basketball, and so 

much more! Not only will these activities build confidence, but they will 

encourage growth in our youth. 

Camps provide children with a community of caring adults, who nurture 

experiential education that results in self-respect, and appreciation for 

human value. All of the outcomes, self-identity, self-worth, self-esteem, 

leadership, and self-respect all build the personal competencies, which is 

what we strive to do each and every day with our children. 

Thank you      

...to some of our 

special partners! 

AN OPEN BOOK 

The summer brings about a series of con-

cerns for children.  One very real concern is 

being coined as the “Summer Slide”.  This is 

where children experience learning loss 

during times they are not in school.  

The National Summer Learning Association says “A conservative estimate 

of lost instructional time is 2 months or roughly 22% of the school year.” 

This loss can be devastating as children transition into each new school 

year. Therefore, encouraging your young scholar to read during their sum-

mer break will help keep their minds sharp, improve their writing skills, 

increase grammar comprehension, expand vocabulary, and prepare college 

or career readiness.  

Encouragement of summer reading is crucial and can easily be achieved by 

creating an “unplug” zone in your house with reading materials 

(newspapers, magazines, and books), comfy chair and throws, and ample 

lighting. Allow your child to select their own reading materials that suit 

their interests such as athletics, cook books, or a vacation destinations. 

This allows them to go at their own pace while being hands-on with their 

learning and independently pursuing their education. If parents have a posi-

tive outlook on reading, children will too. Taking turns reading out loud 

(silly voices welcomed) enriches the text and will break the connotations 

children may have about reading being “no fun.” 

BOSEP administrative teacher Gwendolyn Townsend has shared books her 

students have enjoyed reading this year. We hope your children will enjoy 

reading them too: 

The Black Stallion: Walter Farley           Charlotte’s Web: E.B. White 

Hatchet: Gary Paulson                         To Kill of Mockingbird: Harper Lee 

A Matter of Trust: Anne Schraff            Outsider: S.E. Hinton 

Congratulations to our graduating class of 2015.  Brantwood held our third annual commencement ceremony on May 19th at Southside Church of Christ.  

Rev. Tim Anderson provided the opening prayer for the graduates, followed by a welcome from Brantwood’s Onsite Educational Program administrative 

teacher Gwendolyn Townsend.  The Carver Choir serenaded the Brantwood Board of Directors, staff, students and a crowd of family and guests in an 

inspiring performance.   

Among those to lend inspiration to our seniors was special guest Judge Calvin Williams.  Judge Williams addressed our attendees with a message “to be 

change agents of your circumstances.”  He himself relates to the challenges that our youth often face.  He was raised the youngest of eight children by a 

single mom who was widowed when Judge Williams was just 6 years old.  He was the only one of his siblings to finish high school and his educational 

journey did not stop there.  He went on to obtain his undergraduate degree from Auburn University Montgomery and his law degree from Jones School 

of Law at Faulkner University.   He did so because he didn’t allow his childhood circumstances to determine his future.    

He commended Brantwood graduates for their courage and determination to achieve success despite the disparity they have already faced in their young 

lives.  He said “It only takes one person to break the cycle and others in your situation will look to you as a catalyst for change.  Your high school diploma 

is a key to open many doors. How many doors will you unlock? … Cultivate yes I can into yes I am.”  He closed in saying: “You are special. You are 

unique. There is no one that can be a better you than you.”  

SUMMER CAMP 

at LAKE FOREST CAMP 

Congratulations Chelsea, Breon, Terrell, Jessica, and Shantel 



 

Ways to Give a Gift 

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

Enclosed is my check made payable to: Brantwood Children’s Home 

Please charge my credit card:  

___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___ 

Expiration Date:  __/__  Security Code:  ____ 

Authorized Signature:  ________________________   Date:  ______ 

Enclosed is my gift of :            $500             $250             $100             $50             $25            Other $  _____ 

Did you know Employer Matching Gifts could double or triple your support? Please 

check with your employer regarding matching your charitable contribution. 

Name:  

Address: 

City, State, and Zip: 

Home Phone:                      Cell Phone: 

Email:   

Board of  Directors: 

Delbert Madison-President 

Tonda West-Vice President 

Jason Nickles-Treasurer 

Archie Grubb     

Ellen Hamilton 

Boyd Busby                          

Joe Seawell Moore               

Ron Simmons                          

Jeannine Birmingham         

Grant Sullivan                   

Charles James, II              

Golson Foshee 

Dr. Ben Bruce                     

Kim Littlefield 

Dorothy Johnson 

Paul Blake 

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME IN JUNE 2015. 

Kim Herbert 

Sincerely, 

kherbert@brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

June, a month marked with sunshine and new vacation adventures, is actual-

ly National Rebuild Your Life Month. Developed by Dr. Donald Etkes, 

the month serves as “an opportunity for adults neglected and abused as 

children to celebrate their self-worth and discover inner power. They can 

learn to heal their lives and emotional pain by helping others.” Brantwood 

has options to get you started this June. Help rebuild your life by rebuilding 

the life of a troubled youth as a part of our Be-A-Friend Mentor Program. 

For children and adults alike, there is nothing quite like the comforting aroma of a home cooked meal coming from the 

kitchen.  For Mrs. Sara Bell  Williams, there is no greater joy than committing herself to the heart of the Brantwood 

home, the kitchen.  Mrs. Williams currently works as a cook at Brantwood, but has also served the children in the role 

of classroom teacher and as a houseparent. Each role has allowed her to nourish and meet a different need of the 

children.  However, as a cook, she can channel the education, love, and nutrition into each delicious meal. She says “the 

children say I must sprinkle their food with love because it tastes so good.”  

This is no small deed, as parents know keeping their children nutritionally sound can be challenging, especially with a 

picky eater. For picky eaters, Mrs. Williams recommends hiding the nutrition in other foods; examples include adding 

pineapple to spinach or pureeing cauliflower, broccoli, zucchini, celery and carrots into spaghetti sauce. She also sug-

gests that “by keeping food attractive and colorful, they will be willing to eat healthy options.” This has been especially helpful as she continues to expose 

the children to kale, radishes, baby spinach, basil, flat leaf parsley, asparagus, bay leaves, and tarragon. Adding new vegetables and spices keep their healthy 

diets fresh and interesting.   

Being a great cook for Mrs. Williams means teaching the children the importance of the food they are eating, where it comes from, and how it is benefi-

cial to their well-being. She says “I am an advocate for nutrition education as a part of core curriculum in every school. I don’t just prepare the food, I 

encourage the children to be aware of the ways their diet can affect their lives. By eating healthy, they will be more alert, maintain their weight, fight den-

tal cavities, and help prevent heart disease. The young ladies especially like me to tell them how incorporating healthy eating can be a part of their beauty 

regimen. Promoting a positive self-image is crucial for the young ladies.” Thank you Mrs. Williams for getting our children involved in the cooking process 

and preparing them to make healthy decisions. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 12: Sexton Tire Pros Customer Appreciation Event 

August 8: Second Saturday with the City of Montgomery 

September 14: Brantwood’s 2015 Golf and Tennis Tournament at Wynlakes 

Golf and Country Club 

 

 

 

 

Our dear Brantwood friends at Sexton Tire Pros delights in giving back in the 

Montgomery community.  The impact of his generosity has been felt here at 

Brantwood in various ways throughout the years.  One new way that they are 

supporting us is through his June Customer Appreciation Sale.  For the entire 

month, Ronnie will be donating to Brantwood $2 for each tire sold.  

 

In addition to the Customer Appreciation Sale throughout the month, Sexton 

Tire Pros will be hosting a Customer Appreciation Event onsite.   

 
Join us at Sexton Tires on Friday, June 12, 2015 from from 11am-2pm.   

 
Sexton Tire Pros   Tires and Auto Repair 

2718 Zelda Road     Montgomery, AL       36106       P: 334-272-2555 

It is my great privilege to serve at Brantwood Children’s Home.  I love the children, staff, our beautiful campus and the gener-

ous community of friends and supporters that sustains Montgomery’s home for hurting children.  It is a labor of love that has 

blessed and changed my life.  So it is with mixed emotions I announce my resignation to pursue other career options.  

I will miss each one of the donors, staff, community friends, and colleagues.  Thank you for extending to me your support, 

guidance, and trust. Thank you for working alongside me to bring about positive changes in the lives of our incredible Brant-

wood youth.  The youth, I will so greatly miss their sweet hugs and our priceless family moments together.  I am so thankful 

for the privilege of helping to rebuild their precious lives. My heart will forever carry the imprint of their love and trust.   

I am confident Brantwood is in good hands; Gerald Jones will be assuming management responsibilities.  

Gerald is assisted by a hard-working and very knowledgeable team of social service staff, house parents, 

office & ancillary staff, teachers, and development personnel. Though it will be in a different capacity, I will 

continue to support the mission of Brantwood Children’s Home. I pray that you will also continue to sup-

port the Brantwood youth and their home.  Thank you for the great honor of serving together the past nine 

years at Brantwood Children’s Home.    


