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Greetings,
It is hard to believe that another holiday season is almost here and this year is almost gone. We constantly ask the
Board of Directors:
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question, where did the time go? As I look back over the year and think about it, I am reminded through the kids
where the time has gone. As I see the children grow physically, emotionally, and spiritually it answers the question of
where time has gone.

CELEBRATING MILESTONES AND CREATING MEMORIES

I think about the many activities over the past year of our children participating in football, basketball, baseball,
dance and so many more that put so many smiles on our children’s faces. I think about teenagers getting their drivers
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license or working their first job. I think about children getting baptized. I think about the time staff put in to make
these things happen. I think about all the volunteers that came in to cheer on our children at a game, to give our kids a
back to school party, or make a make a little girl’s dream birthday party. I think about the many supporters that took
time to participate in a fundraiser or to help make the holidays special by volunteering to decorate, give gifts or bake
delicious treats so our kids would feel special. I think about the time our board members give to Brantwood although
they are busy in their own professions.
I know so much time has gone into our children over the past year to help them grow. I am thankful to everyone that
has given of their time and has donated in any way. So, on behalf of the children of Brantwood, thank you for time
well spent.
Sincerely,

Gerald Jones
Executive Director
gjones@brantwoodchildrenshome.org
Thank you
...to some of our

special partners!

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME
Enclosed is my gift of :

$500

$250

$100

$50

$25

I’ll always remember my 13th birthday. My parents went
She started her celebration off early as she woke up and
all out with making it special for me. My aunt had just
put on her birthday suit– a tiara and pink tutu. As it neared
finished building a utility shed, the
her birthday party, Mr. Gerald, attired in a
barn as my folks call it, in her backtuxedo and matching pink bowtie, accomyard. I had been out afterschool
panied her shopping. On the way back to
with my aunt and when we returned
Brantwood, Mr. Gerald and the birthday
to her house, she urged me to go to
girl was joined by a police escort up the hill
“Thank you all for putting tothe barn with her. Why? It’s dark
where all the children and staff cheered.
back there. Why are we going to
Once everyone settled in the party, Ms.
gether my birthday party bethe empty barn in the first place.
Birthday Girl was led into the party via a
cause without you all, I
As she opened the door and turned
red carpet to her favorite song. She shared
wouldn’t be here today. I
on the lights, my friends and family
her first dance with Mr. Gerald.
shouted happy birthday to me.
just want you all to know
Then, it was time for the most important
They had transformed this barn into
that I love each and everyone
part of the day. The birthday girl, not a shy
a little girl’s dream, equipped with a
one to say the least, then stood in the midof you.”
dance floor and taco bar. I’ll never
dle of the room to conduct her appreciation
forget it.
speech. In one of the most touching parts
A 13th birthday is an important
of the day, she said, “Thank you all for putmilestone. You are not a child anyting together my birthday party because
more, but you’re not quite a teen yet
without you all, I wouldn’t be here today. I
either. This age of transition can be unsteady, but exciting,
just want you all to know that I love each and everyone of
as it is crucial to the formative years of youth. This is
you.”
when those memories are shaped and formed. In August,
We finished our event with lots of cake, punch, popcorn,
we were able to make a very special girl’s dreams come
and ice cream. We finished the day with many more hyper
true much like my aunt did for me. Our youngest girl had
children than we expected, but the smile on her face was
her 13th birthday.
the best thing of it all.

Other $ _____

Ways to Give a Gift

Name:
Address:

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org

City, State, and Zip:

Enclosed is my check made payable to:
Brantwood Children’s Home

Home Phone:

NOV 2016

Cell Phone:

Email:

Please charge my credit card:
___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___

Expiration Date: __/__ Security Code: ____ Zip: _____

Did you know we send the Brag and other periodic updates via email? We’d love
to communicate you with electronically. Please ensure we have your contact
information by completing all the fields above.

Facts and Figures
JULY 2015 JULY 2016

5,083

5,432

Number of Children in Department of Human
Resources Custody at the End of the Month

Authorized Signature: __________________ Date: ______
1309 Upper Wetumpka Road Montgomery, AL 36107
Phone: (334) 265-0784 www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org

SUPPORTING YOUTH
LITERACY AT BOSEP

A REASON TO SMILE
The gift giving season is right around the corner and we wanted to
encourage our friends to visit AmazonSmile.

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation recently awarded Brantwood Children’s Home a $3,000 grant to support youth literacy.
This local grant is part of $4.5 million in youth literacy grants awarded to approximately 1,000 organizations across the 43 states that
Dollar General serves. Given at the beginning of the academic
school year, these grants are aimed at supporting teachers, schools
and organizations with resources to strengthen and enhance literacy
instruction.
“By awarding these grants, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation
is committed to making a meaningful impact in our local communities,” said Todd Vasos, Dollar General’s chief executive officer.
“These grants provide funds to support youth literacy initiatives and
educational programs throughout the communities we serve to ensure a successful academic year for students.”

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is when
customers shop on AmazonSmile (www.smile.amazon.com), the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate a portion of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organization selected by its customers.
Brantwood encourages you to shop to your heart’s delight on this
website while giving back to your community. We hope that you
will select Brantwood under our legal name: Children’s Protective
Association so that a percentage of your purchase will directly benefit us at no extra cost to you.

LIFE IS BETTER HERE: BRANTWOOD TAKES ORANGE BEACH
Do you remember the first time you visited the beach; the salt water in the air, the warmth of the sand beneath your feet, the cool wave
of water washing over your legs? Do you remember how old you were then? Well, we had the opportunity to provide this experience to
our children. Several had mentioned they had never gone to the beach and after much discussion, our Program Director LeiLani Sanders
knew we had to make it happen.
On August 5th, Mr. Gerald encouraged staff and their families to take a journey with our children as we gave them the experience of
vising the beach. The trip was a short one, waking up at dawn to take the four hour trek to Orange Beach, with 24 children, 10 staff and
their families. Once we arrived, we ate lunch picnic style at The Pavilion. Then, we made our way to the beach to our tents, where Mrs.
LeiLani and Mrs. Candi, our campus manager, had pitched pre-dawn.
After playing in the water for three hours, we certainly thought the children would be tired of the hot August sun, but we soon realized
that they didn’t notice the 100 degree sunshine. As they enjoyed the trip, we continued to suck in the rays alongside them.
Thank you for being a part of the experience. To help raise funds for the trip, we held a car wash on our campus. We raised more than
$400. Thanks to our staff that helped wash cars while the kids played in the suds.

It takes a variety of funding from different sources to provide for
our needs. This is just another way that you can help to put a smile
on the faces of our children. AmazonSmile: Gives a Reason to
Smile.

Wish List Items

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation also supports customers
interested in learning how to read, speak English or prepare for the
high school equivalency test. At the cash register of every Dollar
General store, customers may pick up a brochure with a postage-paid
reply card that can be mailed in for a referral to a local organization
that offers free literacy services.

Gift cards
Toiletries
Household Supplies

LOVED BY THE LORD AND BLESSED BY OUR COMMUNITY
We recently sat down with
Leslie Sanders to discuss why
she supports Brantwood Children’s Home. We asked her
several questions and below
is what she shared with us.
There are so many equally
worthy organizations in our
community. Why do you
choose to support Brantwood?

LESLIE SANDERS
VICE PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN
DIVISION AT ALABAMA POWER

WHAT HAPPENED ON THE
GOLF COURSE...

RRUW: LET’S LIVE UNITED

Why do you encourage others
to support Brantwood?

“I encourage
others to give to
Brantwood
because it’s an
incredible
opportunity to
make a difference
in someone’s life.”

Those children are some of
the funniest, loving, and
smart group of children that I
have ever met, but when they come to Brantwood, they have a lot of questions. Why did
life seem to hand me what it did. But the staff
at Brantwood really meets each child where
they are and builds up their self-esteem and
let’s them know they are special and they are
loved. Not only are they loved by staff, they
are loved by the Lord and each of their lives are
special and they were placed there for a reason.

I encourage others to give to
Brantwood because it’s an incredible opportunity to make a
difference in someone’s life,
right then and right there. We
are fortunate to have Brantwood
in our community. I believe
when you’re given the opportunity to do good, you do it and there
is not better thing that we could
do to change the lives of children
in our community.

To hear more about Mrs. Sander’s experience
with Brantwood and other video updates from
the home, please visit us on YouTube. Please
subscribe to the Brantwood Children’s Home
channel.

Our golf tournament was a huge success, as we raised more than
$22,000 for our children. Thank you to all who helped to ensure
that it was a pleasant and enjoyable experience.
Thank you to our two leading sponsors of the tournament.
Wind Creek Wetumpka is one of three gaming facilities in Alabama
owned by the Poarch Creek Indians (PCI). PCI is an active partner
in the state contributing to economic, educational, social and cultural projects benefiting tribal members and residents of these local
communities and neighboring towns.
Publix Super Market Charities supports nonprofits focused on supporting youth and education, reducing hunger, and alleviating
homelessness. Their founder George Jenkins was once asked how
much he thought he would be worth had he not given to much
away. Humbly, he answered, Probably nothing.”

On September 14th, the River Region United Way kicked off
their 2016 campaign as they hosted the Chamber of Commerce’s 60 Minute Coffee. More than 150 chamber members, campaign volunteers, and River Region United Way
(RRUW) staff gathered as RRUW announced a lofty, but
certainly not insurmountable goal of raising $4,650,000.
Funding to the River Region United Way impacts the lives of
more than 140,000 people in Autauga, Elmore, Lowndes,
Macon, and Montgomery.
Brantwood Children’s Home is one of the 41 agencies that
receive funding from the generosity of River Region United
Way and the donations they receive.
On October 27th, River Region United Way announced they
have raised more than $1.7 mil towards their goal. U and
United Way: Let’s Live United.

