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Enclosed is my gift of :            $500             $250             $100             $50             $25            Other $ _____ 

Name:  

Address: 

City, State, and Zip: 

Home Phone:                      Cell Phone: 

Email:   

Did you know we send the Brag and other periodic updates via email?  

We’d love to communicate you with electronically.  Please ensure we have 

your contact information by completing all the fields above. 

 

Ways to Give a Gift 

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

Enclosed is my check made payable to:                                               

                                Brantwood Children’s Home 

Please charge my credit card:  

___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___ 

Expiration Date:  __/__  Security Code:  ____  Zip: _____ 

Authorized Signature:  __________________   Date:  ______ 

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME’S HEROES CAMPAIGN  

A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OVERCOMING THE OBSTACLES 

Summer is in full swing and we are feeling the effects of the heat, but we are enjoying the smile 

and laughter of our kids enjoying the summer activities. From baseball to water balloon fights and 

several activities in between, it has been a busy, but fun summer. In just a few weeks, it will be 

time to get back to school, but for now, it is fun in the sun.  

I would like to thank all of our supporters who have helped to make it a fun summer for the kids. 

Our kids were able to enjoy a day of hiking and fishing at the Alabama Wildlife Federation in 

Millbrook thanks to people like Ms. Cindy Clark.  This event was sponsored by Merrill Lynch who 

we also send our appreciation to for making a difference in our community.  Also, thanks to Ms. 

Beverly Owens of Camp Hope in Wetumpka who has allowed our kids to enjoy her beautiful facil-

ity and attend camp this summer. Thank you to Jan, Ora, and Anna who have spent so much time 

with our kids.  We appreciate your assistance in providing them with fun things to do or for just 

showing up at a baseball games to make them feel special. Our kids have been on field trips such 

as skating, bowling, college tours, trip to the museum, and historical sites to name a few. We are so 

grateful to you because you make all these experiences possible.  

Thanks to the staff, especially the childcare workers who have long and busy days over the sum-

mer months. It has not been all fun for some of our older kids as some of them gain valuable expe-

rience along with income as they work summer jobs. The city/county accounting department, pub-

lic library, local restaurants and hotels are just a few of the places where our kids are employed this 

summer. As the summer winds down and we prepare for another school year, it is a reminder of all 

the life experiences needed in the development of an individual. Whether it is recreational, educa-

tional, emotional or spiritual, we depend on support from others to help us meet our needs. Thank 

you for the support you show to help our kids meet their needs as they develop into healthy, happy 

adults. 

Gerald Jones 
Sincerely, 

gjones@brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

“I’m just excited and really honored that he allowed me to tell my story and 

allowed me to listen to his story.  He was orphaned at a young age, and I 

was, too.  He overcame it and hopefully, I will, too.” 

These words were spoken by 19 year old Valanica Fletcher, a Brantwood 

alumna who was the first recipient of the Hea-Bok Chang Family Scholar-

ship Fund.  In May, the city received a Korean War Monument donated by 

Hea-Bok Chang.  Mayor Todd Strange thanked Chang for his role in pre-

serving the legacy of the Korean War, but it was Chang’s personal back-

ground that had the crowd in tears.  At 8 years old, Chang became an orphan 

left to fiend for himself for more than a year, after which he entered an orphanage where he stayed until adult-

hood.  After a life of raising a family, he decided to come to America in search of the American dream.  Now, 

Chang is a local business owner who believes in being the change you want to see in the world.   

The scholarship fund is to help orphans like him to achieve their dreams.  Fletcher is a junior at Troy University 

studying in psychology and sociology.  She adds this advice for the current Brantwood children, “It’s not where 

you’re from that matters, it’s where you’re going and what you do when you get there.” 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR. HARRIS 

Special birthday wishes to Mr. Harris who was blessed to celebrate his 

70th birthday recently. 

Mr. Harris served our children diligently for more than 20 years.  We still 

consider him a valuable member of our family.   

May this year be filled with the warmth of sunshine, the happiness of 

smiles, the sounds of laughter, the feeling of love, and the sharing of good 

cheer. 



 

When you think of heroes, do you think about Batman, Superman, or 

Wonder Woman?  How about the heroes right here in our community?  

When I think of our every day heroes, I think of you. You are the he-

roes for our heroes because you have given of yourself for something 

bigger.   

We depend on our everyday heroes to help bridge the gap between gov-

ernment funding and what the true costs of raising a child are.  We 

want to provide for all of the needs (food, clothing, and shelter) and 

some of the wants of our children (to participate in extracurricular ac-

tivities or to celebrate their birthdays).  Food costs alone are upward of 

$8,000 a month.  Gifts of  any amount help us to maintain the services we are able to provide to the children who  

We are also partnering with the Alabama News Network for a special Heroes for Heroes Telethon on August 17th 

from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.  Tune in to see your dollars at work and hear from some of our supporters on the im-

portance of making a difference in the lives of children. 

There’s no reason to look any further than you, our everyday  heroes.  Please say you’ll save the day by giving a 

donation during our Heroes Campaign. 

All donations received during the month of August can be designated for the Heroes Campaign.  To give a gift, 

please write in the memo line of your check, Heroes Campaign. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

On June 15th, the Central Alabama Community Foundation awarded 

more than $92,000 to local nonprofits in support of food, medical, and 

family.  Brantwood was blessed to receive two grants during their bi-

annual awards ceremony totaling $7,500. 

The technology grant was to fund needs in the areas of Strategic Plan-

ning, Organizational/Board Infrastructure, Fund Development, or Mar-

keting/Public Relations.  We have already put their donation to good 

use.  The $2,500 received was used to purchase an automated voicemail 

system.   

The remaining grant of $5,000 was used to support our Quality of Life 

Program which provides our younger children with opportunities for 

“childlike” social interactions with their peers outside of Brantwood. 

The Central Alabama Community Foundation is a nonprofit philanthropic foundation created by and for the peo-

ple of central Alabama.  Individuals and corporate donors make gifts and bequests of any size for the betterment 

of our community.  Through their grants program, the Foundation addresses a wide variety of needs and opportu-

nities, supporting programs and projects in education, human services, health, cultural arts, and other civic con-

cerns. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE WITH CACF 

 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

12:00 p.m. 

Robert Trent Jones at Capitol Hill 

2600 Constitution Avenue in Prattville, AL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration  

$150 per person/$600 per team                                   

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY! 

SUMMER’S OFF WITH A SPLASH 

We are always looking for ways in which we can engage our youth during the 

summer in ways that are educational.  Each week in June, our children complet-

ed activities such as visiting the Rosa Parks Museum and the Supreme Court 

and touring Huntingdon College.  Our goal is to expose them to a different 

world, to broaden their imaginations, and to encourage their growth while ex-

ploring our own community. 

But, we know how to have fun, too.  Who says that summer activities have to 

be extravagant and expensive.  Our house parents have done a great job in cre-

ating cost-effective, energy-burning activities like our homemade slip and slide.  

Not only did they make the slide for our children, some even participated.  Pic-

tured on the bottom left is our boy’s house parent, Mr. Robinson (in black 

sweatshirt).   

Our volunteers have also gotten in on the fun. Thank you to our girls’ small 

group leaders from Church of the Highlands for being brave enough to have a 

water balloon fight with our girls one evening.  One of these leaders stated, 

“Any time spent with the children at Brantwood is a joy for me.  When it’s all 

said and done, I think that I’m the one that receives the greatest blessing.” 
Thank 
...to some of our 

special partners! 

River Region Chapter 


