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Thank you      

...to some of our 

special partners! 

This October, Delbert Madison of ServisFirst Bank will be parting from his post as president of our board of directors, a posi-

tion he has served for two years.  One of the tenants in which Mr. Madison has built his presidency is of servant leadership.  

Servant leadership is a philosophy that enriches the lives of individuals and builds better organizations by meeting the needs of 

colleagues, customers, and communities. 

 

This is precisely the type of leadership that has served to enrich the lives of our children.  In speaking of our children, Mr. 

Madison says, “The one thing that I am most proud of is being able to form lasting relationships with the children.  For me, 

that connection has been a huge concept that influenced my decisions as president and allowed me to serve humbly from be-

hind the scenes.” 

 

As a new chapter begins for Brantwood, we would like to thank Mr. Madison for his two years of fervent leadership.   

Although his reign is ending, his vantage point as immediate past president within our Board will prove integral in our future 

success.  Easing the transition to new leadership is that Mr. Madison says he has full faith and lends his full support to the in-

coming president, Mrs. Tonda West. 

 

Mrs. West is a community leader and an advocate for community volunteerism. Mrs. West stated that one significant aspect of 

her life’s philosophy coincides with a quote that was coined by Edward Everett Hale “I am only one, but I am one. I can't do 

everything, but I can do something. The something I ought to do, I can do, and by the grace of God, I will.”  Mrs. West has 

spent a great portion of her adulthood serving within the community.  As a child, she recalls witnessing her grandmother care 

for the less fortunate and the terminally ill. She attributes her willingness and desire to serve others as an inherent action that 

allows her to consider the needs of others more than the needs of herself.  

 

Mrs. West is not a stranger to community board service.  She has served on the board of directors for the Junior League of Montgomery, The Red Cross 

of Central Alabama, The Family Sunshine Center, and Brantwood Children’s Home. She has also served as a committee member and chairperson for 

several community ad hoc committees, and community/educational task force committees.  Additionally, Mrs. West is an active member of Leadership 

Montgomery.  Mrs. West stated emphatically that her top priority is to work collectively with the board members and the executive director of Brant-

wood Children’s Home to ensure that every child residing at Brantwood receives superior care and a quality education. She anticipates that every child 

residing at Brantwood Children’s Home will receive the tools needed to become successful in life.  

 

To the entire board of the 2014-2015 fiscal year, we express our sincerest appreciation to you for volunteering your time to our home.  Because of your 

dedication and tireless efforts on behalf of our children, we are able to advance our mission– to serve independent, neglected, and/or abused children by 

providing for and supervising their education, health, and social adjustments into their community. 

Yes, I have left Brantwood in my estate plans. 

Yes, I would like to become a volunteer/sponsor. 

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter electronically. 

LEADING BY CARING, COURAGE, AND COMMITMENT 

A PASSION AND A PURPOSE  

To celebrate their 90th anniversary as a 

league, our friends at the Junior League 

of Montgomery launched their #90for90 

Campaign in May.  

The goal of the campaign was to give 90 items to one charity each 

month.  Brantwood was the charity of choice for the month of Sep-

tember.  League members were encouraged to donate school supplies 

to our children.  Brantwood will be joining the league during their 

membership meeting in October to receive the supplies, which we 

have been assured is more than 90 items. 

The Junior League has held true to their mission of promoting volun-

tarism, developing the potential of women and improving the commu-

nity through effective action and leadership of trained volunteers as 

the Junior League members have often given of their time, talent, and 

treasure to our home.   
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Volunteering is giving back, making new friends, finding     

purpose and making a difference. —Jan 

Thank you to all that participated in our 2015 golf and tennis tournament.  

It was such a beautiful day for a tournament; we could not have asked for 

better weather! 

We’d like to thank everyone that participated.  We hosted 16 tennis 

players and 62 golfers.  Together, we raised more than $20,000 for our 

children.  

In addition to the support raised from this event, we had more than 

$3,500 of goods or services donated from many local businesses.  Some 

of our sponsors are listed below.  Help us to thank them for their gener-

osity by patronizing their establishments. 

Lastly, we would like to thank Beasley Allen for being the presenting 

sponsor of our tournament.  Without their generosity, this tournament 

would not have been a success.    

Why I Volunteer at Brantwood 

Volunteering gives me a sense of purpose.  It’s an opportunity to 

get involved with something bigger than myself and that brings 

me such joy.  Booker T. Washington said, “If you want to lift 

yourself up, life someone else up.” Volunteering at Brantwood 

lifts me up. –Ora 
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Your greatest contribution to the kingdom of God may not be something you do  
but someone you raise.” Andy Stanley 
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Ways to Give a Gift 

Donate online: www.brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

Enclosed is my check made payable to: Brantwood Children’s Home 

Please charge my credit card:  

___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___ ___ 

Expiration Date:  __/__  Security Code:  ____ 

Authorized Signature:  ________________________   Date:  ______ 

Enclosed is my gift of :            $500             $250             $100             $50             $25            Other $  _____ 

Did you know Employer Matching Gifts could double or triple your support? Please 

check with your employer regarding matching your charitable contribution. 

Name:  

Address: 

City, State, and Zip: 

Home Phone:                      Cell Phone: 

Email:   

I WOULD LOVE TO SUPPORT BRANTWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME IN OCTOBER 2015. 

Gerald Jones 

Sincerely, 

gjones@brantwoodchildrenshome.org 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who has expressed so many congratulatory and encouraging 

words as I take on the role of executive director of Brantwood. I am very excited about the opportunity to lead such a wonderful 

organization. I have been blessed to see so many successful stories come from some trying situations over my twenty-plus years 

here. It takes a team effort in order for our children to overcome the life situations in which they are faced. With that knowledge, 

I look forward to working with the board of directors, Brantwood staff, DHR staff, volunteers, and supporters to ensure that we 

have many more success stories and Brantwood is the best it can possibly be. We have one goal which is to provide our kids with 

every opportunity possible to be successful. 

It has been a busy, but wonderful first two months on the job. Some of the activities have included the Second Saturday fundrais-

er, The United Way Rally in the Alley, The Chamber of Commerce 60 Minute Coffee hosted at Brantwood and our annual golf 

tournament at Wynlakes presented by Beasley Allen, to whom I’d like to extend a special thank 

you.  The school year is in full swing and the kids are busy going to football games, pep rallies, 

and cheerleading practice. It is exciting to see them in their football and cheerleading uniforms 

enjoying life; a life which is made possible by your ongoing guidance and support. 

Again, it is my pleasure to serve this home and I thank everyone for the kind words of support 

that have been expressed during this time of transition. 

Please consider mak-

ing a donation to 

Brantwood in honor 

of a friend or relative 

to help celebrate the    

holiday season.  For 

each gift, we will send 

a card to the person of honor alerting them of your kindness.  Have a 

list that you’d like to send Christmas cards to but don’t have the time 

to send them? Brantwood will do that labor of love for you all for a 

generous donation to our home. 

To ensure acknowledgements for holiday tributes are sent out prior to 

Christmas day, please contact us before December 15th.   

A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Board of Directors: 

President 

Tonda West 

 

Vice President 

Archie Grubb 

 

Treasurer 

Jason Nickles 

 

Immediate Past President 

Delbert Madison 

 

Jeannine Birmingham          

Paul Blake 

Boyd Busby                          

Dr. Ben Bruce 

Golson Foshee 

Ellen Hamilton 

Charles James, II       

    Dorothy Johnson 

   Kim Littlefield 

Joe Seawell Moore               

Ron Simmons                           

Grant Sullivan                   

 

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE KIDS 

In August, Brantwood Children’s Home  

was one of 125 organizations who were 

recipients of the Nick’s Kids Foundation 

Grant during their eighth annual awards 

luncheon in Tuscaloosa, AL.  The Nick’s 

Kids Foundation, founded by Nick and Ter-

ry Saban, is dedicated to raising awareness 

and resources for deserving organizations 

throughout the state of Alabama and the Southeast.   

During the luncheon, where more than $600,000 was distributed, Coach 

Saban shared the following statement, “I would really like to thank all of the 

people here today that work with children, who really provide leadership to 

affect them, so they have a better chance at a quality of life.” 

Not only were organizational leaders there for the presentation, several chil-

dren from the receiving organizations were in attendance as well.  Brantwood 

children in attendance were even able to snag a picture with the coach.  That 

picture is proudly displayed in Brantwood’s dining room. 

We would like to thank Nick and Terry Saban and their foundation for the 

difference they are making in the lives of Alabama’s children and for their 

generosity towards our home.   

October is Bullying Prevention Awareness Month.  It serves as a 

reminder that bullying prevention must be addressed and one way to 

accomplish this is through educating ourselves, our communities, and the 

youth in our lives. 
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Be an Angel for our Angels 

With the holidays quickly approaching, we are looking to all the 

blessings holidays of past have brought us.  We are blessed to fre-

quently receive questions about how to become involved.  One way 

is by becoming a Christmas Angel.   

Each year, each child creates a wish list with items they need as well 

as items they would like Santa to deliver.  As interest arises, each 

child is paired with an angel to sponsor that child’s Christmas wish 

list or particular items on the wish lists. For many of our children, 

this will be the first time to receive Christmas gifts.  So, we encour-

age your support in making the holidays special.  For more infor-

mation, please contact Mr. Gerald or Mrs. Leilani. 

We are on a quest to raise awareness about our mission.  It’s up 

to us to end the cycle of abuse and neglect in the lives of this com-

munity’s children.  If you or your group would like to have some-

one speak about our mission, our home, and our children, please 

call to schedule an appointment.  


